INTRODUCTION METHODS AND RESULTS
Accident and emergency (A&E) departments and the police are dealing with increasing numbers of victims of assault.1 Almost all of these patients will be complaining primarily of the physical injuries they have suffered. However, the emotional effects of assaults and accidents have been shown to persist long after the physical damage has healed. Furthermore, victims of assault take longer to recover emotionally than those injured in accidents. 
and information should be available to patients in the waiting room. Violence occurs in 20-30% of marriages and in 90% of cases it is the woman who is the victim.5 Domestic violence is often repetitive and may have been taking place for some time prior to the patient's presentation to the A&E department. By this stage the victim is often utterly demoralized and has an overwhelming feeling of helplessness. SHOs should be encouraged to be more forthright in offering help to this vulnerable group as they will often have lost the ability to help themselves. Written advice giving details of local support schemes should be given to all victims, and management guidelines should be included in departmental handbooks and teaching. 
